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WHAT IS CLAIMED AND DESIRED TO BE SECURED BY LETTERS 
PATENT OF THE UNITED STATES IS : 



Claim Set # 1 

1 1. A method, comprising the steps of: 

2 identifying an anchor point; 

3 defining at least one radial extending from said 

4 anchor point; and 

5 associating at least one item relating to said 

6 anchor point with said radials. 

1 2 . A method of searching a single layer 

2 database, comprising the steps of: 

3 determining if out^i^e data matches information 

4 associated with any/of VlvLom^ locations and general 

5 categories stared in L^id database displaying 

6 inf ormation^a^aentifying said known locations; and 

7 di^aaying radials associated with said outside 

8 data^matching any of said general categories. 

1 3. The method according to claim 1, further 

2 comprising the steps of: 

3 interpolating positions on a respective radial 

4 corresponding to each of outside data matches 

5 corresponding to the respective radial; and 



Attorney Docket No.: ETAK-07735USO MCF/BBM/JWC Exp. Mail #EL 080 529 488 US 

jwc/etak/7735/7735 . 001 .wpd 




- 34 - 

6 placing a marker at each interpolated position of 

7 the displayed respective radial . 

1 4. The. method according to claim 2, wherein said 

2 marker is any of a point, notch, and icon 

3 representation of information associated with each 

4 outside data match. 




1 6. The method according to claim 1, further 

2 comprising the step of: 

3 storing said radials in a database; 

4 wherein, 

5 said step of identifying an anchor point comprises 

6 the step of, 

7 identifying said anchor point in said database, 

8 and 

9 said step of associating comprises the step of, 

10 associating information in said database with said 

11 radials, said information relating to said anchor 

12 point. 
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1 7. The method according to claim 6, wherein said 

2 database is a geocoded database of mapping information, 

3 and said items are locations within an area associated 

4 with said anchor point, 

1 8, The method according to claim 6, wherein said 

2 database is a database of satellite information, said 

3 anchor point represents a position on a globe, and said 

4 items are satellites orbiting above an approximate 

5 position of said anchor point. 

1 9. The method according to claim 8, wherein each 

2 radial identifies at least one feature of at least one 

3 of said satellites, 

1 10. The method according to claim 6, further 

2 comprising the steps of: 

3 matching outside data to information associated 

4 with said items; and 

5 displaying each radial having associated 

6 information that matches said outside data. 
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1 11. The method according to claim 10, wherein 

2 said outside data is location information of data 

3 stored in said database. 

1 12. The method according to claim 1, wherein said 

2 step of defining a radial comprises the steps of: 

3 assigning a direction to each respective radial; 

4 and 

5 calculating an endpoint for each respective 

6 radial, defining each respective radial from said 

7 centroid to its endpoint . 

1 13. The method according to claim 12, wherein 

2 said step of determining a direction of said radial 

3 comprises the step of : 

4 assigning a direction to each respective radial 

5 based on at least one of information and features of 

6 the item associated with the respective radial. 

1 14. The method according to claim 13, wherein 

2 said information and features is at least one of a 

3 margin of error with which said anchor point identifies 

4 a location corresponding to said item, facilities, 

5 including any one of parking, food, and communications 
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6 associated with said item, and any other information or 

7 features related to said item, 

1 15, The method according to claim 1, wherein said 

2 anchor point is a centroid and each item is a location 

3 within an area associated with said centroid. 

1 16. The method according to claim 15, wherein 

2 each radial identifies a location within an area of 

3 said centroid, and a proximity of said location to said 

4 centroid. 

1 17. The method according to/claim 2, wherein said 

2 step of displaying comprises the steps of: 

3 displaying said radials/ and 

4 displaying distinguishing marks on respective 

5 radials having associated /T^ems with features 

6 corresponding to saicy^istimia^i^Jp^ng marks. 

1 18. The method according to claim 17, wherein 

2 said distinguianing marks are at least one of color of 

3 said radials^ any of points, marks, or notches, 

4 geometric shapes, flags, and shapes of said radials. 
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1 19. The method according to cla^jnr" 17, wherein 

2 said features are any of proxiitd,*:^ of said matching 

3 outside data to a base poip^, faailicies, including 

4 restrooms, food avail^felHty, ai^a pasd^ing associated 

5 with said items^^^^emographics ^SBSociated with said 

6 items, and^,xatiy other features associated with said 

7 items^ 
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Claim Set #2 Consolidated database / 

1, A method of building a database, /comprising 
the steps of: / 

loading data items having known and unknown 
locations into said database; / 

location coding each of saica data items having 
known locations; / 

associating each of saidf items/ having unknown 
locations with a line r;epresentAng / the unknown 
location, / / / ^ — ' 

2, The method acoording to Claim 1, wherein said 
step of associating comprises the step of: 

identifying aia anchor point related to said 
unknown location; / 

defining saad line including said anchor point; 
and / 

storing / said line in association with said 
unconfirmed/ location . 

3, /The methods according to Claim 2, wherein said 
step of storing comprises at least one of : 

/storing an end point in association with said 
anchor point; and 
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4. The method according to Claim/2, wherein said 
step of defining includes the steps pf 

defining a direction of said lyine corresponding to 
at least one characteristic ybf said unconfirmed 
location. 




5. The method accordjAig t/b Cla^m 4, wherein said 
characteristic is a preclusion 6£-^aid anchor point as 
an approximation of sa^ra unconfirmed location. 

6. The method/ according to Claim 1, wherein said 
anchor point is a/centroid related to said unconfirmed 
location. 



7. The/ method according to Claim 5, wherein: 
said ^nchor point is a zip code centroid; and 
sai^ direction identifies a zip + XX precision of 
the zi]6 code centroid as an approximation of said 
unconfirmed location. 
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Claim Set #3 - - Method of searching a on^ layer 
database 

1, A method, comprising the sten^ of: 

searching a data layer for mat;mes to a set of at 
least one searching criteria; 

displaying data layer mafefches having confirmed 
locations on a display grid; yand 

extending a radial f rorn an anchor point associated 
with a search criteria n^t ma^xfRjed in said searching 
step. 




2 . The method according to Claijr^-^ wherein said 
step of extending ar radial cpraj^rises the step of: 

extending said^:ea^al^-in a direction identified 
with a char^<r£feristic ((g^±3tent with the search 
criterjrar^ot maftched. 

3 . Tho^ method according to Claim 2 , wherein said 
characteristic is a precision of said anchor point with 
respect to an approximate location on said display grid 
of the search criteria not matched. 
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4. The method according to Claim 3, wherein said 
precision is a zip + XX precision, and s/aid anchor 
point is a zip code centroid, 

5 . The method according to Claim A,--^fftTerein said 
step of extending a radial cojoprfses yche step of: 

including an i^x^arfc represent^^io^ on said radial 
identifying ^p-^-tSfiaracteristic of tHa^search criteria not 
matchj 

6. The method according /to Claim 1, wherein said 
display grid is a map. 




7. The method accoi^ing (t^ Claim 1, wherein: 
said step of searchring includes the step of, 
receiving said set of at least one searching 

criteria via a first communication mechanism; and 

said step of displaying comprises sending display 
data corresponding/ to said data layer matches via a 
second communication mechanism to a display device. 

8. The mefthod according to Claim 7, wherein: 
said tifrst and second communication mechanisms 

are at leasy one of, an Internet connection, a wide 
area network, a local area network, a satellite 
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communication mechanism, a racjio communication 
mechanism, a telephone connection, a cable modem 
mechanism, and other c ommuniq^i on/me chan i sms ; and 

said display devic§/ is ome/ o^ a flat panel 
display, a CRT, a browser window, a notebook computer 
display, a palm pilo^, a cellular phone display panel, 
VR headset, and otner display mechanisms. 
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